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Dear Colleague,

I am delighted to announce that registration is now open for the 22nd Annual ESACT-UK meeting to be held on 11th- 12th January 2012 at the Holywell Park Conference Centre at Loughborough University.

(see http://www.welcometoimago.com/conference-venues/holywell-park/ for more details).

To register please click here. Registration fees, which cover all meals, society dinner and accommodation on Wednesday 11th January 2012 at Burleigh Court Hotel, are:

· £200 - ESACT-UK members

· £300 - non-members 
Please note that members must ensure their membership fees are up to date by 30th November 2011 or the full non-member registration fee will be applied. For any non-members interested in joining the society, please see details of how to become a member of ESACT-UK at http://www.esactuk.org.uk/joinus.php (note that your membership fees will have to be paid before the 30th Nov 2011 in order to qualify for the member’s registration fee). A late registration fee of £50 will be charged for registrations received after 30th November 2011. 
We expect between 100 and 120 participants, comprising a mixture of scientists from academia and industry, PhD students, postdoctoral scientists, and trade sponsors. 

This year the meeting will consist of keynote speakers, oral presentations, poster sessions and a trade exhibition. There will also be a workshop on "Intelligent Sensors" run by Hamilton Lab. & Sensors. Throughout the meeting, networking opportunities will be available around the poster and seminar area. Spaces for trade exhibitors may still be available. Please go to AnnualConferenceTradePack2012.pdf for information, or http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3MG9LNF to register. If you require further information, please contact Rosalyn Masterton (trade@esactuk.org.uk).

We already have an exciting preliminary scientific programme in place, with Mark Smales of the University of Kent and Pauline Rudd of UCD and NIBRT as keynote speakers. Further details are given below and will be continually updated here as details are confirmed.  

Submissions/abstracts are now invited for consideration as oral presentations (15 min) or as posters in areas that are of interest to the delegates. If you would like to submit a presentation or poster, please send abstracts to Chris Sellick . A limited number of bursaries are available for early career researchers (within 5-7 years of completing a BSc) who will be selected after review of abstracts. Deadline for abstracts is 30th November 2011. The early stage researcher must be a member of ESACT-UK. 
The deadline for registration is Friday November 30th. A late fee applies after this date.

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

Jonathan Dempsey, ESACT-UK meeting secretary

ESACT-UK 22nd Annual Meeting 11-12th January 2012
Further Information

Venue


The 22nd Annual ESACT-UK meeting will be held at Holywell Park Conference Centre at Loughborough University.

(see http://www.welcometoimago.com/conference-venues/holywell-park/ for more details). 

The meeting will start on Wednesday 11th and finish mid- to late afternoon on Thursday 12th. Residential fees include all meals during the conference period. Accommodation will be provided in rooms adjacent to the Conference Centre. Adequate parking is available.

Oral communications

Abstracts selected for oral presentation will be allocated a 15 min slot.  We suggest 10-12 minutes for the presentation and 3-5 minutes for discussion. In fairness to all presenters, time will be strictly adhered to. Presentations should be PowerPoint presentations sent to the meeting secretary in advance of the meeting. Invited speakers will generally be allocated a 30 min period to include the presentation and time for discussion.  A prize of £500 will be awarded to the presenter of the best early career researcher oral communication, as determined by a panel of three judges. The prize will be used to assist the winner in attending a conference relevant to their work in animal cell technology. 

Poster communications

Posters are normally attached by Velcro (we will provide if required).  Do not use heavy card for backing your poster.  The posters will be on display for the whole meeting and authors are requested to be at their posters during poster sessions. A prize of £250 will be awarded to the presenter of the best poster, as determined by a panel of three judges. The prize will be used to assist the winner in attending a conference relevant to their work in animal cell technology.

Abstracts
Abstracts should be submitted typed in 12 point Times New Roman font, ready for reproduction on a single A4 sheet.  The abstract should include the title, authors (underline the presenting author) and addresses in the heading. Abstracts will be reviewed by the Organising Committee, but will not be edited for typing errors etc. 

Society dinner and wine reception

Following the Wednesday afternoon scientific sessions, there will be a wine reception in the Poster and Trade Exhibition area.  All delegates are invited to this social occasion, as it is included in the registration fee.  The society dinner (price included in the registration fee) will be held immediately afterwards. A cash bar will be available all evening.

· ESACT-UK membership

If you would like to join the Society, please download an application form and standing order form from http://www.esactuk.org.uk/joinus.php. The annual subscription is £12 if paying by cheque and £8 if paying by standing order.

ESACT-UK 22nd Annual Scientific Meeting Programme

Wednesday 11th January 2012
11:00
ESACT-UK meeting introduction 

John Davis; ESACT-UK committee chairman

11:00-11:45
Keynote Speaker




5 g/L+ yields from mammalian cell cultures. What's left to do in

upstream bioprocessing?



Mark Smales; University of Kent
11:45-12:30

Lunch – Buffet in Babbage
12:00-12:30

Lunchtime Workshop: 




“Intelligent Sensors”



Hamilton Lab and Sensors
12:30-14:00

Session 1 – Upstream processing
Chair: Nick Amiss; Infors
12:30-13:00 
UCBs Transient Gene Expression Platform



Katharine Cain; UCB

13:00-13:30 
Optimizing Vector Design for Recombinant Protein Production Using CHO Cells
Peter O’Callaghan; Lonza
13:30-14:00 
Sympress – Production of Antibody Mixtures in a Platform Process



Christian Müller; Symphogen
14:00-14:30

Tea/coffee, trade stands and poster viewing
14:30-16:20

Session 2 – Downstream processing



Chair: Karen Coopman; Loughborough University
14:30-15:00

Decisional Tools: Reconciling Cost-Effectiveness and

Robustness for mAb Processes
Suzanne Farid; UCL

15:00-15:30 
Challenges in developing a platform purification process



Richard Tran; MedImmune

15:30-16:00
The interaction of host cell protein dynamics with process variables during the recovery of monoclonal antibodies
Dan Bracewell; UCL
16:00-16:30 
 
Tea/coffee, trade stands and poster viewing
16:30-17:30

Session 3 – Early Career Researchers 



Chair: Laura Bailey; Eden Biodesign

16:30-16:45
Investigating the mTOR pathway to engineer industrially-relevant cells for increased growth and recombinant protein production




Nazanin Dadehbeigi, University of Manchester 

16:45-17:00
A systems biotechnology based platform to optimise the expression of MAb sequence variants in CHO cells




Leon Pybus, University of Sheffield

17:00-17:15

Multivariate Analysis to Make Informed Choices Between

Competing pH Measurement Technologies

Elspeth Richie; Newcastle University and Lonza Biologics 
17:15-17:30
Regulating the ER Stress Response to Improve Protein Production in Recombinant CHO Cells



Catherine Page, University of Manchester
17:30-17:45

ESACT-UK Annual General Meeting

17:45-19:45 

Posters, trade stands and networking 




Sponsored by Finesse Solutions

20:00


ESACT-UK society dinner and after-dinner quiz 



Sponsored by Xcellerex
Thursday 12th January 2012
07:30-08:30

Breakfast

08:45-09:30
Keynote Speaker



Pauline Rudd; University College Dublin and NIBRT
09:30-11:00
Session 4 – Product quality

Session sponsored by Eden Biodesign
Chair: Chris Sellick; MedImmune

09:30-10:00
Assessment of Glycation in mAbs: A Case Study
Dimitra Serfiotis-Mitsa; MedImmune

10:00-10:30
A Systems Approach to Bioprocessing: Towards Quality by Design
Cleo Kontoravdi; Imperial College London

10:30-11:00
USP Perspective on the Challenges of Producing Biosimilars

Phil Mellors; Eden Biodesign

11:00-11:30

Tea/coffee, trade stands and poster viewing

11:30-13:00

Session 5 – Vaccines



Chair: Julian Hanak; Cobra Biologics

11:30-12:00
Proof of Concept Clinical Trial Vaccine Manufacture
Sarah Moyle; Clinical Biomanufacturing Facility, University of Oxford
12:00-12:30
Development of a placental malaria vaccine using the ExpreS2 protein expression platform
Charlotte Dyring; ExpreS2ion Bio
12:30-13:30
Lunch – Buffet in Babbage
13:30-15:00

Session 6 – Automation




Session sponsored by IChemE




Chair: Glenn Robinson; IChemE committee and Sartorius Stedim

13:30-14:00
Towards scalable systems for human pluripotent stem cell culture and cardiomyocyte differentiation

Chris Denning; University of Nottingham
14:00-14:30
Implementation of Automated Cell Culture and Cell Assay Platforms for Biopharmaceutical Research
Annes Lambert; Centre of Excellence in Biopharmaceuticals (COEBP), The University of Manchester
14:30-15:00
LabChip GXII for Automated High Throughput Analysis of Protein Samples
Ilse Klein, Caliper Life Sciences
15:00-15:15
Award of prizes and close of meeting
Best young researchers talk and poster prize sponsored by 

BD Biosciences
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